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Correspondence from Germany 

(From Mathias Hantschko) 

---------- 

Post 107 near Spremberg, April 24, 1912 

 

Worthy Owner of the Volksblatt! 

  The month of April has brought cold 

weather with it; we had a strong north wind 

from the 12th through the 13th with snow and 

it froze as it does in the winter. We do not have 

April snow storms like this every year, the last 

one occurred in 1903 and then, as this year, 

many of the song birds died from the freezing 

cold. The unwed worker Wiensch from Slamen 

hanged himself in the new city cemetery of 

Spremberg on April 1.  

 The car of Mr. Killisch-Horn from 

Reuthen was involved in an accident recently 

under strange circumstances. Due to a strong 

gust of wind, a cover was blown against the 

steering wheel and got tangled up with it in 

such way to make it impossible for the driver 

to operate the steering and thus the car 

slammed into a tree at the Slamen brickyard, 

receiving considerable damage. Killisch 

received a head injury while the remaining 

passengers escaped with only a scare.  

 It is reported from Weisswasser that 

the 18 year-old railroad worker August 

Rumplasch was hit, thrown 15 meters and 

killed, while he was crossing the tracks, by the 

morning passenger train arriving at 6:13 out of 

Goerlitz. A young girl, who happened to be 

stalking along, was hit by the body of 

Rumplasch and injured. The man thus killed 

was from Weisskeissel. 

  Signing off with friendly greetings for 

the owner of Volksblatt and all of his readers, 

    Matheus 

Hantschko 

 
Translated by John Buerfeind 

http://www.wendishresearch.org/

